GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THESES
IN GRADUATE PROGRAMS
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
SUL ROSS STATE UNIVERSITY

It 1s the intent of these thesis guidelines to be general and flexible enough to be adaptable to any form
manual which students are required to follow in their discipline. Each form manual, however, differs
sormewhat from the next, and when in doubt, the student’s advisor should be consulted.

Steps in Writing the Thesis

I. The Prospectus
The prospectus should be a brief summary, about 500 words, describing the student’s topic and how

he or she plans to conduct necessary research and the method(s) to be used. Usually, the prospecrus
is written and submitted while a student is enrolled in the 6301 thesis course. The sequence of
elements in the prospectus should be in the following order:

A. Title Page, signed by student’s committee members
B. Tentative Qutline, later to become Table of Contents in the Thesis
C. Narrative of about 500 words describing research to be conducted and method(s) to be used

D. A brief Bibliography of Literature Cited

A sample of each is included in these Guidelines. The original signed copy of the prospectus should
be submitted to the Dean for approval well in advance of the major portion of the research process.

II. The Thesis
‘The thesis should be submitted by students pursuing the Master of Arts, Master of Science. and in

some cases the Master of Education degrees in accordance with the requirements set forth by their
disciplines and committee chair.

A Form and Style
Students should consult with their committee chair as to the form and style to be used.
Various departments use guides particular to their own requirements. These guides can be
purchased in the campus bookstore, and reference copies are kept in the Dean’s office and

the Library: 3
Biology B le Manual
Education Form and Style, latest ed., Campbell and Ballou
Geology Any common Geclogical journal style can be used.
History A Manua] for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and

Dissertations, latest ed., Turabian
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II.

II.

Iv.

SAMPLE

TENTATIVE OUTLINE

Introduction
A Purpose of the study

B. Significance of the study

Morphology
A External
1. Flowers
2. Leaves
B. Internal
Ecology
A. Topography of environment
1. Elevations of occurrence
2. Soil and rock preferences

B. Soil Studies
1. Temperatures
2. Moisture holding ability
Distribution
A. Primary areas
B. Secondary areas

Summary and Conclusion
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SAMPLE

CENTERED TITLE

The text of the prospectus should he spaced the same as in the thesis and

should be about 500 words in length describing how your research will be conducted

and the method(s) used.




SAMPLE
Continuation of prospectus text, beginning at top margin, 1 inch from the top

of the page.




SAMPLE
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